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From high in the smogbound DWP Building, LA ’s water and power commissioners voted their 
out-of-hand refection of Inyo ’s amended agreement that might have brought a measure of 
peace in the longstanding Inyo-DWP water battle. The commissioners refected the agree¬ 
ment without a hearing even though a number of Inyo officials appeared at their meet¬ 
ing in an effort to reason with them. Early this week, Inyo went back to court. See P.2. 
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News Briefs 

INYO'S OIL PROSPECTS ARE A 
"MEDIUM" POTENTIAL; THE 
STATE WATER COMMISSION HAS 
A ONE-SIDED TOUR HERE; AND 
CONDO PROJECTS ARE NIXED 


.‘THE 


mVo OountV 

Letter 




INDEPENDENCE CAL. 93526 


July 30, 1979 


A News Alternative • Eastern Sierra News Service 


T here mat be oil under them thar hills. 

For now at least, the possibility seems a 
remote one, but a US Geological Survey 
map under study by the Bureau of Land Manage¬ 


ment indicates a "medium 
potential" for petroleum 
deposits under some of In¬ 
yo County's desert areas: 

Panamint Valley; an area 
near the China Lake Naval 
- Weapons Center; certain lo¬ 
cations at Death Valley, 

* Pahrump Valley, and near 
Death alley Junction. Dr. 

Gene Julian of BLM says he 
is not ssying "for sure," 
but he points out that the 
geological formations are 
the same as those in areas 
where oil has been found. 

So far, no one has had en¬ 
ough faith in the prospects 
to drill a test well: Wild- 
catting these days is an expensive venture. 
The question beyond that one is the matter of 
whether the "possible" lands may be lumped 
into BLM's "wilderness" area. Should that be 
the case, Uncle Sam would have to do the oil 


exploring. 

THE FRUSTRATING SEARCH FOR OLANCHA RANCHER 
Bill Thornburgh goes on - but at a lower-gear 


So what’s the delay ? 

...a legitimate question uttered 
with increasing frequency these 
days by some News-Letter subscrib¬ 
ers . The answer is, we've grown too 
big, too quickly, and our old off¬ 
ice copier can no longer carry the 
load of a weekly news-letter that 
often runs to 28 pages. 

But with your next issue, all 
that will change: News-Letter fin¬ 
ally closed a deal on a printing 
press which is due to arrive in the 
next few days. In our new format 
you’ll be getting still more pages, 
more news - more often. Thanks. 


pace. Sheriff Floyd B a rton 
says that there will be no 
more searches of the Olanchs 
area for now; so far, every¬ 
thing from horses to heli¬ 
copters have been thrown in¬ 
to the hunt, and no trace ox 
the rancher has turned up. 
Neither has the sheriff's 
prime suspect, Steve Wilson, 
Thornburgh's estranged son- 
in-law; he is thought to be 
in the San Diego area - or 
possibly in Mexico. Barton 
thinks Thornburgh 's body re¬ 
mains somewhere in the Olan- 
cha area. There was some 
speculation that the ranch¬ 
er may have been cremated ir 
the high-heat dryer of a clay mill located near 
There he was last scene, but officers had early 
made a thorough search of the mill area, and 
could not verify such a possibility on the ev¬ 
idence in hand. (See NEWS BRIEFS on Page 19) 




























The agreement that didn’t happen 


It had been an automatic y knee-jerk reaction on the part of the board of water and power com¬ 
missioners. Their "no "-vote rejection of Inyo’s proposal was as dully predictable as the next 
tide at San Pedro. After the vote> DWP officials and Inyo representatives 3 including District 
Attorney L.H. "Buck" Gibbons (at center) y talked among themselves and to reporters. For all 
concerned y the hasty DWP action y taken without any serious thought 3 brought the Inyo-DWP 
battle back into the courts and gave new life to the increasing animosity that most Inyoans 
were coming to feel for the DWP presence in the Owens Valley « 

“LET'S NOT KID OURSELVESWARNED A COUNTY OFFICIAL, 
“THE DWP WILL NOW FIND SOME WAY TO PUNISH THE 
INYO PEOPLE. . . LIKE WITH THE WATER METER THING.” 

W ITH A CYNICISM UNBELIEVABLE - OR, IN ANOTHER SENSE, NOT ONLY BELIEVABLE BUT PREDICT- 
able - OTP quickly voted an out-of-hand rejection of Inyo’s best bottom-line offer 
for peace in the "agreement" issue« And as the new week opened it began to look like 
L.A.'s water people had bought for themselves a lot of new problems as Inyo officials, tak¬ 
ing a new hard-line stance, went back to court# 

Filed on Monday (the 30th) is what the Inyo attorneys call a "supplemental writ of man¬ 
date" and it demands nothing less than a com¬ 
plete cessation of all groundwater pumping in 
the Owens V a lleyo The new suit is predicated 
on the glaring inadequacies of the Department 
of Water and Power’s latest environmental im¬ 
pact report# That report in its first-draft 
form released several months ago has been hoo- 
hawed by no fewer than 10 state environment¬ 
al and water agencies and as Inyo officials 
plainly believe it is the weak point in DWP’s 
legally-structured water grab in Inyo County. 

Observers feel that the strict no-pump¬ 
ing demand of the new suit may later be rev¬ 
ised - moderately - if the water department 
is willing to come to heel and deal realist¬ 
ically with Inyo’s long-suffering tolerance 
of the DWP presence in the valley. Meanwhile, 
the attorneys for Inyo County, a team headed 
by Special Counsel Tony Rossmann and by Dis¬ 
trict Attorney L.H, "Buck" Gibbons, asked for 
a renewed public support of county officials 
who came under heavy fire due to their seem¬ 
ing willingness to let DWP off the hook with 
an almost meaningless "agreement" some weeks. 
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ago. The attorneys pointed out that with DWP 
intransigency concerning the "amended agree¬ 
ment," the county officials are now taking a 
new hard-line - and that they will need a pol¬ 
itical base to support them in what appears 
may be a big battle (perhaps the biggest so 
far) ahead. 

If some of the supervisors appeared two 
weeks ago to be naive in believing the "good 
faith" arguments of the water people, they no 
longer seemed so last week. With a grim resol¬ 
ution tinged also by a kind cf resignation, 
one official warned that DWP has been known to 
show its revenge before: the installation of 
water meters which later proved to be a "punit¬ 
ive action" ordered up by DWP's top brass to 
chastise the unruly colonials, and the petul¬ 
ant move to limit the business and ranch leas¬ 
es that DWP holds over the head of much of In¬ 
yo 's commercial community. "Let's not kid our¬ 
selves," said the official, "The DWP will now 
find some way to punish the Inyo people." 

Hard to believe? Not in Inyo where such 












high-level puerilism has become the rule ra¬ 
ther than the exception on the l£th floor of 
the I«s Angeles DWP buildingo 

But 'whatever came their way it began 
to look, at least for now, that the county's 
grassroots, the people themselves, were form¬ 
ing into a renewed unity, “^ost were proud as 
punch of their actions in July; they had done 
nothing less than change the course of valley 
history after they learn-, 
ed (almost overnight) that 
they stood nearly at the i 
brink of losing a fight 
they'd fought for years. 

By the hundreds, express¬ 
ing an angry fervor not 
entirely like a kind of 
Boston Tea Party, the 
colonials attended hear¬ 
ings, waved placards, 
made threatening phone 
calls to recalcitrant 
supervisors they thought 
had sold them out - and 
littered an entire coun¬ 
ty with red "flags" at¬ 
tached to valley trees 
that were dead or dying 
thanks to DWP pumping. 

(Even some DWP officials 
privately conceded that 
the "red-flagging" had 
had a surprisingly pot¬ 
ent effect on the con¬ 
sciousness of the public 
here.) 

And if, finally, 
the DWP battle had be¬ 


come a real "people's war," no one was more 
acutely aware of it than Inyo's county of¬ 
ficialdom; all save one had been sorely stung 
by the public outcry which continued even 
against the hastily-drawn, second proposal 
that provided a few safeguards for Inyo. 

In the minds of Inyo people, the big 
and obvious question was "If the agreement 

(See LAWSUIT, Page 8) 



It was a grassroots, “people’s” 
fight all the way; they won it 



At all the public hearings on the agreements, Inyo officialdom - particulary those who had 
participated in the DWP negotiations - were met with angry, almost violent opposition. At 
a Bishop hearing,an Inyo lawyer, Bill Scully, articulated the concensus in a moving speech. 

If you do not challenge the latest EIR, he told the officials, "you are abdicating your 
function as the legislative body of the unty. " He re inded them that "the citizens have 
a right to bring action against the boa The supervisors soon changed their tactics. 
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LONE PINE - business opportunity.,. 

we have several good businesses 

for sale...call now. 

* * * 

Older two-bedroom home...over¬ 
sized lot...$39,000. 

-PRICE NOW REDUCED TO $32,500- 
★ ★ * 

ood investment... 
ailable...$55,000 

OLANCHA AREA -. Sage Flat Rd-1.55 acres 
of prime,beautiful land adjoining 
Forest Service land...$120,000 


Four-plex 
owner financi 



** * 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN broker 
PAT ROBERTS associate 


876-4696 


South Side Of The Dow Villa Hotel. . . 
Across From The Pool - Lone Pine 



i* A most unique experience in dining, 
5 dancing, lounging. closed M onday 

1 ;r?^. 


RESERVATIONS 

387-2370 


Lower Rock Crook 15 mlloi North of Bishop off Hwy. 395 



Gifts, for instance. Exquisite baskets, imported from 
over the world. Selected planters - and a few 
choice plants for your home or office. 

And gourmet foods you may never 
have even heard of - but 
would like to try. Wines, yes, 
the best spirits, imported 
and domestic, for all 
occasions. Finest cheeses. 



Yes, the Wine Barrel in Manor Market is more than a deli, a lot more. But 
see for yourself. Stop in and shop, ask Nicole (our wine manager) to show 
you around, or help you plan a wine- and cheese-tasting party! 


Market 


Bishop's finest foods and spirits • Imports • 3100 West Line Street 
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THEY’RE HERE ! 

BELLHOWELL 

PocketStar no 
Cameras 



With built-in 

electronic 

flash 

only $34.95 

MODEL EF 


electronic flash 
and telephoto 
lens 

only $44.95 

MODEL EFT 


Perfect pictures outdoors, indoors 
anytime! 


Perfect Picture Guarantee 

Perfect pictures anytime or 

Bell & Howell will 
replace your film free. 

Ask for details 

Special Bonus 

Photo Gallery $1.49 
with purchase of a PocketStar 

Ask for details 




Phillips Camera House 


186 No. MAIN 


(714) 872-4211 


BISHOP 



-CALL' 


873-4698 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

Rendon ^Furniture C 
lyfplwlslerij Company 


IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 

Member Bishop, Mono Chambers of Commerce 



CAPRICE CLASSIC • IMPALA • MONTE CAI 


lO-MALIBU-CAMARO 


• MON2A • CHEVETTE • CORVETTE • WAGONS • R V ’Si 


MILLER 
CHEVROLET 


Check here. 


.before you buy! 


1935 MAIN STREET 
Telephone 876-5551 


Now under new ownership! 


LONE 

PINE 
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Jkf . 

your/ Mn dependent) 
L Insurance § /agent 

SCRVCS YOU FIRST 

S'® 


PETE LARSON 

R. F. OYLER INSURANCE 

124 N. MAIN ST. LONE PINE 
Phone: 876-4105 
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IS YOUR HOME 
REALLY PROTECTED ? 




v , 2587 W. Line Bishop 


I MOUNTAIN. „ 
"RENTALS 


: 'v\. 

John Boothe 
>«*. 


SEWER EQUIPMENT 

FOR YOUR CONNECTION 

•SEWER PIPE CUTTERS »TEST PLUGS 
•TRENCHER *BACK HOE 

• DUMP TRUCK «MISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 

GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
WEED EATERS 

MON-FRI 8am-5:30pm SAT 8am-5pm 


Just plain good cookin' 

Try our hot soups, 

Fast service on lOnch and r 

Salad bar 


CAFE 


ON HIGHWAY 395 * |NDEPENDENCE 


ARE YOU INSURED TO ACTUAL VALUE ? 


DO YOU HAVE ENOUGH INSURANCE TO 
ACTUALLY COVER YOUR HOME ? 


THE COST OF REBUILDING IS HIGH - $35 TO $A0 
PER SQUARE FOOT FOR STANDARD CONSTRUCTION. 
MANY HOUSES - MAYBE EVEN YOUR OWN - ARE 
DANGEROUSLY UNINSURED. 

MAKE SURE THAT YOUR HOME INVESTMENT IS SAFE; 
COME IN AND LET'S TALK ABOUT IT. 


CATERING/872-5535 

FINE FOODS FOR A FEW OR FOR A FEW THOUSAND 


























































Horse has made 
up his mind; 

He 's just not 
going to co¬ 
operate, and 
he (she?) sits 
down. Girls 
begin to worry. 



Finally, their solution was a simple one; for t .t, turn to Page 19. 
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The issue made headlines 


Channel 


Photos: 


John Heston 


Barney Morris 


The LA Times' Bob Jones 

From the start of negotiations months ago, DWP 
attempted to control press coverage of the agree¬ 
ment’s progress. Upon release of the first news 
of its content to the Times' Bob Jones, DhP's 
reasons for keeping the lid on became imminently 
clear ; there was a public outrage against both 
DVP and Inyo's own supervisors. Covering the 
furor in Inyo (He flew into Independence three 
twmes), XABC-TV's Channel 7 Reporter Barney 
Morris brought out many long-standing issues. 

In a panicky letter to Channel 7, Steve Hinder- 
er of DWP Public Relations officej said he was 
"•'appalled" by Morris' television report on DWP impact and sometime-interference in the Val¬ 
ley's everyday economic life. Morris, however, substantiated his report and Hinderer's com¬ 
plaint was disregarded by Morris' editors. (See Rotes from B.K., Page 13.) And Morris went 
further: He interviewed DWP's Duane Georgeson and exacted an admission that groundwater pump¬ 
ing was in fact killing valley trees. DWP has long exerted a powerful influence on the Los 
Angeles media and many southland editors have reported without question DhP's press hand¬ 
outs and statements. That influence appears now to be on the wane - but even lately DWP has 
managed some control over Los Angeles Times coverage: Reporter Bob Jones admitted to a News- 
Letter reporter that DWP called a Times editor and persuaded him to postpone publication 
(for at least 24 hours) of Jones' first story on the "agreement" issue. 


LAWSUIT, Continued 

was so great for Inyo County, why then was 
the DWP for it?" As it turned out, even the 
amended version was rejected by DWP (to the 
glee of many of Inyo's more bellicose citiz¬ 
ens), but at first, some Inyo officials had 
not grasped the question, much less provided 
the obvious answers. Long history has shown 
that when DWP is "for" something for Inyo, 
it probably has a catch in it sorrewhere, and 
that "good faith" that the negotiators had 
clung so lovingly to in their DWP dealings 
had for years been an element lacking in de¬ 
partment transactions. 

But as the new week opened - and the 
attorneys turned up in court - it began to 
look like the county administration had rec¬ 
eived the public message, loudly and .clearly. 
They seemed to take on a new determination. 

One of them. Supervisor Johnny Johnson, 
the hard-headed District U supervisor, had 
held the hard-line all along, never once con¬ 
ceding any "agreement"; he refused in his 
lone vote to approve even the amended agree¬ 
ment which in any case was turned down by the 
LA people. Johnson clearly had read the hand¬ 
writing on the wall of the public mind - and 
had seen the spontaneity of public action. 

If Inyo had polls, his would probably be up 
by scores of percentage points. 

As the month drew to a close, the oth— 
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ers drew closer to Johnson's position: Nobody 
wants to continue a long, costly battle with 
the DWP - but the entire valley economy, its 
ecological well-being, its real estate, and 
even its health (affected by particulate 
blowing off DWP-punped ground) was at stake. 

The new lawsuit - "the supplemental 
writ" - echoes at least one of the demands 
listed in anti-agreement radio campaigns of 
recent weeks: total cessation of groundwater 
pumping except for local use. In the Third 
Appellate District Court,the "court of record" 
in DWP-Inyo battles, Rossmann's office filed 
a petition which ask3 the court to order DWP 
to "refrain from groundwater pumping" in the 
Owens Valley, and also to include in the or¬ 
der that "surface suppld.es of water" that go 
to local users not be reduced by DWP - until 
DWP can turn up with an "adequate" environmen¬ 
tal impact report, exhausted conservation ef¬ 
forts on the parts of LA's people, and has ex¬ 
hausted all other alternative water supplies. 

The petition claims that DWP has fail¬ 
ed to comply with state laws, and has also 
failed to adopt a "less environmentally dest¬ 
ructive" alternative, including the purchase 
of water from the Metropolitan Water District. 
The extraction of groundwater from the Owens 
Valley "constitutes an unreasonable and waste¬ 
ful use of water," in light of visible harm- 

(See LAWSUIT on Page 15) 











and up 
in Mono, 
other issues:. 

If DWp matters were looking bad 
for the residents of Inyo, they 
were looking far worse for the 
residents of Mono Lake 's Negit 
Island. They simply no longer 
existed as a community of birds. 
The world’s second largest sea¬ 
gull rookery was all but gone, 
victim of predators who had 
crossed a landbridge created by 
DWP drainsff of waters that fed 
the lake; Negit Island was no 
longer an island, but a penin¬ 
sula, and the coyotes had got¬ 
ten into the nests in number, 

A University of California mon¬ 
itoring crew from Berkeley dis¬ 
covered that the situation was 
far worse than had earlier 
been estimated, and certainly 
far worse than DWP had admitted. 
Biologists found half-eaten 
carcasses. This week, an Alpine 
County court was to hold a 
hearing on at least one of two 
lawsuits filed against DWP in 
the Mono Lake issue - but it 
was too late: Nearly all the 
gulls had fled, or were dead. 

But, persistent to the end, a 
DWP official house publication 
quoted Duane George son as say¬ 
ing that studies showed "no 
long-term effects" on the gulls. 


w 


# 


XjHi 


; ,; aP 






... ■ 




.. .The gull 
rookery on 
Negit is 
now gone, 
wiped out 
“ ^ by DWP 
drainoff 


‘ • %■» 
C* 

5n 



A UC-Berkeley monitoring crew at Mono Lake 
Finding the destruction far worse than DWP admitted 
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Eyeglass 
to sunglass 
in less than 
60 secs. 


CORNING 


SEE THEM TODAY 


MORATORIUM? STOP GROWTH? 
Somebody's got to be kidding! 

A "moratorium" on building in Inyo County, or any attempt to stop 
"growth" in Inyo County, will put some people out of business, or ad¬ 
versely AFFECT THEM. WITHOUT CONSTRUCTION, HERE ARE A FEW THAT WOULD 
BE SERIOUSLY HURT: 


Lumber and materials dealers 
Paint dealers and contractors 
Electrical suppliers 
Plumbing and supplies 
Glass suppliers 
Sheet metal dealers 
Welding and supplies 


Hardware dealers 
Paving contractors 
Roofing and supplies 
Sand and Gravel supplies 
Concrete suppliers 
Sanitary services 
Trucking 


Nurseries, landscaping 
Sign and advertising 
Flooring and supplies 
Storage firms 
Lighting and fixtures 
Stationery, printing 
Papergoods, supplies 


If your job, or your living, depends on any of these (and many 
more), you should let your feelings be made known NOW? 


Vte think the 
answer lies in 
controlled growth 
and in 

intelligent planning . 


CONSTRUCTION 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

RESIDENTIAL 


CUSTOM BUILT HOMES 

COMMERCIAL 


CALIF BL. LIC. # JI6(X)I 


873-7141 


(Perfect for 
Inyo’s sunny 
contrasts!) 


(714) 873-5070 


CJfie. nSifis. and <zSflOlt 


~ 7 ~ 72 . NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP. CALIFORNIA 9351 A 


873-7740 OVIENS VHLL£y 

(LA MONTANA PLAZA - BEHIND SAFEWAY) QT I ^ A | 

157 SHORT ST BISHOP VS'lM^AL 
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On our new bright screen... 

uism 'it • 

..TONIGHT! 


Starting Aug. 1st !!! 




-11_ 

"BUTCH 


YS" 

FOX" 


"PLAYERS" 

•for SUPERMAN! 


with "ALMOST SUMMER" 



THEATRE 



SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 



STEAM GENIESYSTEM 

thorough extraction of 
dirt and grime. This 
powerful equipment 
cleans deeper, leaves 
carpet dryer and ex- 
tends carpet life. 


powerful vacuum 
removes the dirt and hot solution 
to the truck outside. Only the 
cleaning wand and vacuum 
hose enters your home. 


t&- 


Cor 


y\\GH 


CALL 




7 DAYS - 24 HOURS 


873-7032 
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f CLIP AND FILL OUT - MAIL TOL'Y! 

iV —. . . .o • 


H 

i 

j 

t 

•>c* 

t 

•u* 

t 

»«• 


Inyo 
County 


1 50 issues 
L — 1 $25 


^ey ^LMterj 

□ 


SUBSCRIPTION 


f 25 issues 

L “ 1 $13 


issues & 


-i; SEND TO. 
ADDRESS. 
CITY_ 


5 

ft 

!(• 

! T 
»• 

’l* 

1* 

k 


STATE 


ZIP. 


r> 

<:• 

y 

11 j 


Q] Payment enclosed |~]please bill me jft 


GARDENERS: 


Bring in your surplus garden fruits 
and vegetables - /or eaZe or trade. 

And have one of our great sandwiches! 

Listen to THE MOTHER EARTH NEWS 
8:25 am on KNYO Radio. 


LONE PINE 
MOUNTAIN 
TRADING 
COMPANY 


123 
N. Main 
Lone Pine 
876-5671 


NATURAL FOODS • FRESH FISH • VITAMINS 


AT INDEPENDENCE 
YOU'LL GET MORE 
THAN JUST A GOOD 
GASOLINE AT 
THIS SIGN: 



REAL SERVICE 



TUNE-UPS 


"brakes 

TOWING 

COMPLETE OVERHAUL 

24-Hoar 

SERVICE 

Emergency 
Hoed Service 

"transmissions 

"air conditioning 



DUNCAN'S 

South end of town, Hwy. 395, Independence j 


Shell 


878-2112 



soon? 

YOU BET! 

But did you know 
it’s good for you? 

Thoughtful parents concerned about nutrition 
will be surprised (and happy) to hear 
that. It 's true! Recent government- 
sponsored studies show that a ham¬ 
burger has as much nutritional 
value as any other average 
American meal, and may 
be better than most. 

Lots of protein, 
fresh lettuce, jpjra| 
tomato, cheese. 

But it depends on ^ 
the ingredients, and 
that 's where we come in. Like 
you, we 're concerned about 
kids . We 're home^owned and we 
give them the best! 

BEST BURGERS, MALTS, CHICKEN, 

FRESH LOCAL USDA CHOICE BEEF (NOT FROZEN) < 

INSPECTED TOP-QUALITY FOUNTAIN PRODUCTS 

MAIN STREET, JUST NORTH OF THE PARK - PLENTY OF FREE PARKING - PHONE ORDERS 




.. . 
\ 
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OUR SOURCES TELL US YOU CAN look for some Arab dollars to be floating around 
Inyo County. Already, a few petrodollars have been put up for a few houses 
and a piece of land here and there. Would you believe that the Arabs may be 
the ones - finally - to push DWP into selling some real estate; (The Arabs 
have oil, which DWP must buy, and DWP has land which apparently some Arabs 
want to buy.) More on all that later. 

#** 



LOOK FOR MORE "FUR AND PELT TRADE" IN INYO when the new season opens. Although DWP officials 
are not too happy about it, they can't seem to control a handful of department employees who 
for years have trapped valley animals using DWP equipment (and company time) in a highly 
profitable trade. The Fish & Game people are angry and bent on catching them, but with coy¬ 
ote pelts going for up to $5>0 each, and with miles and miles of DWP roads to patrol, the 
trappers are a tough lot to catch. Another gripe from local people: DWP trucks being used to 
cut down trees for firewood. But on that one, the water company officials are not upset: 
Employees are hauling firewood for the officials' fireplaces. 


AND SPEAKING OF TREES, the red flaggers' project seems to have caught on. Even with the lat¬ 
est Inyo-LA furor finally stalemated, the red flags keep going up faster than the ground- 
water pumpers can take them down. 

*■**- 

DINING OUT SCENE: Whiskey Creek Owner Sam Walker has closed a deal in which he now is sole 
owner of the place at Bishop, and the other at Mammoth. Former partner Dennis Hartman will 
be out after final details are complete. Meanwhile, Walker plans a "better organized" ent¬ 
ertainment schedule for the lounge. Had a good start in that direction with the recent ap¬ 
pearance (through the end of the month) of Connor and Dalton, a favorite attraction in this 
area, (incidentally, Connor and Dalton will move up to Paradise Lodge as of Aug. 3; defin¬ 
itely a show you want to see.) 

#■** 

VERY PLEASANT ffiOPLE DEPARTMENT: Bill Scully, Doloris Seielstad, both of Bishop; and Lois 
Wilson, Lone Fine. Have had occasion recently to meet them all during the water hassles. 
Concerned citizens all. 

IT IS BY NO MEANS "NEW," but the little shopping area around Alton and Melrose in LA (West 
of the Pacific Design Center) is delightful. Lots of shops where you'll find some really 
different things. In particular, you might want to check out Ariana Arts in the 8900 block 
(Melrose), and its impressive collection of art, tapestries, antiques, etc., from India, 
Afghanistan, Russia. But if you're looking for a $29o9!? gift, forget it. Most items in the 
area start at around &L|?0. (How about a 200-year-old sterling necklace inset with hand-pol¬ 
ished gemstones that starts at around $2300?) Also, if you're in the area, don't miss El 
Figaro coffeehouse, which offers a menu for artsy-craftsy tastes. 

tf-SS-M- 

TKE FLOYD BARTONS have moved from their long-time home at Independence to Big Pine's Rolling 
Green. "Don't worry," reminds the sheriff, "There are still plenty of officers left at In¬ 
dependence." 

NOTE TO HINDERER, a DWP PR MAN who has been writing notes to our boss and to Reporter Barney 
Morris at Channel 7, in which he was "appalled" by Morris' coverage of the news service in 
a recent Eyewitness News show: You can "categorically deny" til Hell freezes over that DWP 
had nothing to do with the firing of the old KINC radio news show a couple of years back. 

But it is still true. But then, of course, you couldn't possibly know about a certain taped 
telephone conversation that has long been in the hands of our district attorney, could you 
Hinderer ? ..It is possible that you may have more trouble pressuring us off Channel 7 than 
you did off KINC. Right? Keep it up, fella, and we just might go public with the tapes. So 
far, DWP may not have "damaged" us, so we couldn't sue, but you're getting close...NOW, 

THE WAY I SEE IT IS THAT IF DWP DOESN'T QUIT LYING ABOUT OUR NE.VS SEWICE, then we might 
start telling more truth about DWP - and one or two of its officials (maybe three or four) 
and vho they're playing footsie with. Or trying toJ 

•a-#-* 

WELL, FINALLY, WE WILL BE GETTING BACK ON A DECENT SCHEDULE. Elsewhere in these pages you'll 
find an item about our new printing press, and N-L's new magazine format. More, bigger, bet¬ 
ter, and a wider range of coverage. That's good news to a lot of you patient folks who have 
borne with us through it all. 

■a** 

...AND MAY ALL THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS, every day. 


- Sincerely, 

POSTSCRIPT: Our Man Heston, who, incidentally, 
stopped breathing one night recently, is re¬ 
covering - thanks mostly to the Big Pine Res¬ 
cue squad. The doctor told Heston to start 
running a lot and lay off the ciggies 0 
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WATER 

METERS! 


(Paid Adv.) 



SAVE TIME, TRAVEL AND MONEY ON 
PRINTING AND COPY JOBS, 

CALL 878-2381 


A LOT OF PEOPLE IN INYO 
ARE FINDING OUT... 



i 


...GAS 
COSTS 
L ESS! 


COOKS BETTER - CHEAPER! 


CAL GAS-BISHOP, INC. 


Get the 
facts! 


Bus. 873-6371 
P. 0. Box 966 
.North Main St. 
Bishop 



Remember: Every drop of water you 
save, goes directly to the 
aqueduct, dropping our water table 
ever closer to the point of no 
return. 

In effect, we are forced to pay 
exhorbitant rates - to save water 
for Los Angeles. The Department 
of Water and Power profits from 
our loss. 

And we pay the bill for it! 

If you would like to help fight 
the water meter proposal, call 

938-2208 at BIG PINE 
876-5660 at LONE PINE 

WE NEED YOUR HELP NOW! 

CONCERNED WATER USERS OF INYO 

P.0 BOX 617, LONE PINE, CA 



THESE ARE OUR COMMITMENTS TO THE OWENS VALLEY. YOU KNOW IT. 
...BECAUSE WE RECENTLY OPENED OUR DOORS TO LET YOU SEE FOR 
YOURSELVES. 

...BECAUSE WE HAVE ALWAYS PUBLICLY SHARED OUR PLANS AND IDEAS. 
...BECAUSE OUR MOST IMPORTANT ASSET HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE PEOPLE 
OF CAL-TRON, THEIR PROSPERITY IS OUR MEASURE OF SUCCESS. 

...AND BECAUSE YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE IS OUR COMMITMENT. 



Afc provide ,jobs! 
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LAWSUIT, Continued 

ful effects to the valley: blowing dust, de¬ 
struction of trees and wildlife, etc. In a 
television interview., DWP's Duane Georgeson 
admitted that trees were dying. 

As for the trees, nc*v clearly marked by 
red flags for all to see - especially by the 
thousands of southland visitors on Highway 
395 - DWP was wasting no time in getting rid 
of the evidence: As flags went up, trees came 
down, particularly those with a high visibil¬ 
ity along the highway. The wood ^as probably 
headed for DWP fireplaces as DWP assumed that 
out of sight is out of mind, ^ut the stumps 
remained and "flagging went on. "Yes," admit¬ 
ted one DWP official privately, "it was a 
good gimmick to call attention and bring the 
people together." But Duane Gorges on said on 
television that the flagging was due "only to 
a couple" of people; he did not elaborate on 
who he thought the "couple" to be. 


troyer. Inyo showed its own "good faith" in¬ 
tent by drawing up its second agreement, and 
there were many people, here and also in LA, 
who think the water department was foolish 
not to accept it when it had the chance. There 
is every evidence that it is about as good a 
deal as Los Angeles can expect from a county 
too-long used and too-long abused. 

The fight is judicial,but with a polit¬ 
ical sideo If DWP was beginning to seriously 
want an agreement - and the peace that goes 
with it - it was only because there is an in¬ 
creasing amount of publicity and an increas¬ 
ing amount of sympathy for Inyo down in the 
southland itself - where it counts. 

if Inyo's amateurish public relations 
efforts have been less than effective (at least 
at the official county level), then DWP's have 
thankfully been worse. When it comes to making 
enemies foolishly, DWP has no peer, and south¬ 
land news editors are beginning to catch on. 



Volunteer "red flagger" cutting red cloth strips 

Even the players at the golf club were seeing red 


At all 
the public 
heartngs on 
the "agree¬ 
ments" peop¬ 
le turned up 
wearing dead 
twigs with a 
little piece 
of red cloth 
attached. 

Where 

had they come 
from? The i- 
dea started 
in Lone Pine, 
was picked 
up at Indep¬ 
endence, and 
within a week 
even the gol¬ 
fers at the 
Bishop Golf 
Club were 
seeing red. 

■Hut red banners don't always win wars. 
Why - a question in the minds of most Inyo- 
ans - had the supervisors offered to give D.VP 
so much (Under the agreement, Inyo would drop 
its lawsuit and not contest the bogus EUR), 
and get so little (nothing more than a prom¬ 
ise to reach an agreement of some kind in ab¬ 
out five years) in return? 

The negotiators themselves had not in 
fact "sold out," so far as anybody could det¬ 
ermine; certainly there was no evidence of 
any being "bought." The supervisors involved 
were considered by all who knew them as es¬ 
sentially honest and well-meaning, and the 
most that could be claimed was naivete in be¬ 
lieving DWP could deal in "good faith," an 
expression much-used in the discussions. In 
answer, however, it may be pointed out that 
some sort of equitable agreement, if possib¬ 
le, would clearly benefit both parties. The 
ongoing lawsuit is costly, and if it comes 
seriously to a battle of bucks, DWP obvious 
ly has the edge (The profits DWP gets from 
its Inyo meters and increased power rate rip- 
offs would alone cover the cost of the suit); 
and - unbelievable, but true - Inyo enjoys, 
or might enjoy, some benefits by a DWP pres¬ 
ence here once the LA power structure could 
become protector instead of master and des¬ 


Too, people in 
Sacramento are 
listening. 

The new 

lawsuit is dif¬ 
ferent from the 
earlier one - in 
scope and in 
basic direction. 
Inyo's lawyers 
are now count¬ 
ing more on in¬ 
put from offic¬ 
ial state agenc¬ 
ies that seem 
willing now to 
take their own 
shot3 at a wat¬ 
er system man¬ 
agement that al¬ 
ready has prov¬ 
en itself wild¬ 
ly irresponsib¬ 
le and uncart ng 
about the legit¬ 
imate water needs of others in the state. (For 
the first time, even the federal people are 
getting into the act — The commander of the 
China Lake Naral Weapons Center last week went 
on the record condemning the air pollution in 
this area.) 

As for the official word on the suit, 
perhaps the district attorney's are as explan¬ 
atory as any: 

"I resent," said Gibbons, "the fact that 
the insensitivity of DWP makes it necessary 
for both sides to return to court. 

"They are acting out of arrogance instead 
of in their clients' interest...that is, the 
people of Dos Angeles. 'They rejected an agree¬ 
ment, have assumed a hard line during negotia¬ 
tions without willingness to concede, and show¬ 
ed unwillingness to spend money to save the 0- 
wens Valley" ('The DWP commissioners claimed, 
unconvincingly, that the revised agreement 
would cost Los Angeles $35 million dollars.) 
"Apparently," added GLbuons, "DWP doesn't think 
the valley is worth it." 

Through it all it became clear that In¬ 
yo's own supervisors had underestimated the 
temper of the valley's people; It is certain 
that DWP always has. It may be a dangerous un¬ 
derestimation, for now they want a fight, a 
_ (See editorial Page 16) _ Page IS 




















By John Heston 


- C "Editorial 

Now faced with the prospects of a protracted legal battle with the Department 
of Water and Power, Inyo's lawyers have asked for "unity" among the Inyo people, and 
tney further ask for renewed public support for Inyo County officials. 

To that request, an urgent one, most thinking people will be quick to agree. 

In view of the new turn of events - the new lawsuit - it becomes clear that 
whatever anger many people expressed toward soft-line supervisors in recent weeks, 
it is best forgotten now. The upcoming battle over groundwater pumping, in our view a 
just battle, and its many side issues, is a legal battle; we bow to the wisdom of the 
courts. But to a lesser, though important degree, it is also political, and the peop¬ 
le will be wise to stand solidly behind those leaders now willing to fight. 

The county administration was shocked and surprised (It should be gratified) 
to discover just how much the people of the valley really cared about the DWP issue; 
cared enough to attend hearings and meetings; cared enouqh to make themselves heard, 
perhaps for the first time. We found no voice in favor of "agreement." 

.So it should be,in a nation or in a small community, in the processes of 

what we call participative democracy. For far too long now Inyo has suffered as a 
literal "colony" under Los Angeles domination. Though it was purest coincidence, it 
was perhaps appropriate that the first battles of July broke out around the "Fourth." 

Inyo people should pride themselves on their concerted and wel1-organized ef¬ 
forts that successfully blocked attempts to foist upon them an "agreement" that 
served none but DWP. And DWP was foolish and arrogant not to accept the amended pro¬ 
posal. But now, the people know their strength, know their capabilities, know how 
their combined voices can in fact change dramatically the course of events. 

A part of the problem of our previous disunity lies in the fact that no one 
has yet defined Inyo's goals clearly. We all know what we are "against," but in the 
DWP issue, what are we "for"? 

To fill that void, we recommend here a list of goals, and point out that if 
the people of Inyo and the City of Los Angeles are ever to realize any real settle¬ 
ment or any real and lasting peace, then these qoals should be considered non-negoti- 
iable. They are based on common sense and simple justice: 

1. Sale into private (and therefore taxable) ownership most of the DWP lands 
surrounding our communities; 

2. Reasonable water rates or removal of water meters here at the origin of 
most of L.A.'s water - at least until our population reaches near 40,000. (We would 
accept a 20% increase in the so-called "flat rates.") 

3. Protection under law of all the county's ecological systems. 

4. Sale of DWP-owned business houses, church properties, grazing land, etc., 
or a guarantee at reasonable rates of long-term leases to those who occupy them; 
and an end to DWP meddling and manipulation in local economic, commercial and pol¬ 
itical affairs; 

5. Complete cessation of all groundwater pumping except for local use. 

6. Inyo County representation (2 representatives) on the Board of Water and 
Power Commissioners, these to be elected by Inyo County. 

We believe these terms to be absolutely necessary as a realistic end to the 
fight that has gone on for more than 50 years. Of course, in answering to the above 
points the DWP will fall back on its long overused and unconvincing line that "It's 
not in the city charter," and DWP will quickly discard out-of-hand any such suggest¬ 
ions. So be it. 

Frankly, there are few people left in Inyo County who give a damn about the 
L.A. city charter, or those who use it as a crutch, or a lever. DWP will do well to 
change it. Sooner or later, DWP will have to become reasonable. 

The people here have been underestimated too long; they are not the village 

idiots; they have been too long used and abused; too long despised as peasants - col¬ 
onials. Recent world history shows beyond doubt that "colonialism" is nowhere popu¬ 
lar except among despots. The people here demand, and will get, self-determination 
of their own future - and fair dealing and a little service from the water company. 

With these goals in mind, let's get behind the supervisors, all of them, and 

behind the lawyers who carry the fight. It is goinq to cost, and it is going to hurt, 

but we think it's worth it. 
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Unconscious victim inside, a van rests in ditch after collision 

One of more than half a dozen crashes in a seven-mile area. 


they rolled out 
of Independence; 
the trip north 
- then south to 
the hospital - 
became almost 
routine as a 
single stretch 
of roadway no 
more than 10 
miles long 
claimed nearly 
a score of 
traffic victims. 


Photos: 

Faith Moore, 
John Heston 
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Rescuers aid two women hurt when a pickup truck went out\of control 

Though fatalities were relatively 
light (2), more than 40 people had been injured; 
clearly, the southland gas shortage had not re¬ 
duced by very many the % number of drivers in this 
"peak" tourist month. Bishop Ambulance Driver 
Bob Richards said he transported "more than one 
victim in each accident" from more than a dozen 
mishaps in the Bishop area, and at Lone Pine, 

Tri-County Ambulance 's Jeff Geiger said his 
crews took 10 to the hospital from six accid¬ 
ents. And another area of the highway - a strip 
about seven miles long north of Independence 
yielded up nearly 20 victims of more than half a 
dozen crashes. Even those figures were incom¬ 
plete, since all the rescue services’ figures _ 

(such as Big Pine's and Death Valley's) had not 
been compiled. Bad as they were, a few people 
feared that the worst was yet to come in August. 
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Dead youth's motorcycle hangs on wrecker at Olancha 

Out of control after the July 4 party at Dir > 1ocks 
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End 

of the 
‘ranch’ 


The meter 
is in, and 
"Pastor Bob" 
is out. 


On Monday, DWP meter men arrived to install a 
water meter at Christ 's Chapel of the Pad fie. 


Last summer , Pastor Bob Harke was photographed 
as he happily held a groundbreaking ceremony 
for the new church building he had planned for 
Christ's Chapel of the Pacific - the "Boys’ 
Ranch" at Lone Pine. But Harke is on a DWP-owned 
piece of land, and there was a switch in DWP 
policy: There would be no buildings put on DWP 
leases. Disappointed, but determined to continue 
his youth work (The "ranch" is one of the few 
effective youth projects in the county), Harke 
decided he 'd work with what he had - the old 
barracks buildings already on the property. But 
as DWP-Inyo matters grew tense recently, Harke 
was told that a water meter would soon be in¬ 
stalled. Dependent on the garden that the boys 
cultivate each year, Harke was alarmed at the 
projected water bill that could exceed $400 a 
month. He told his story on Channel 7 televis¬ 
ion-, within days, the meter installers arrived. 
Did hi8 TV appearance have anything to do with 
the sudden meter installation (Most of the oth¬ 
er meters were installed in Inyo months ago)? 

"I'm certain 

a» ib did >" said 

’imZjdWBm Harke. 

)&% 


With help of one of "his boys," Harke takes down 
sign and tells youths to pack it up. He has made 
calls to federal agencies seeking help in find- 
a place to go. • 


Stuck with it, 
Harke decides 
to give up. 


Harke thinks DWP just simply wants 
him "out," although he admits that 
he has never been pressed for rent 
which amounts to about $40 per month 
(He is currently behind). The impov¬ 
erished church has been unable to 
get support from more than a handful 
of concerned people; the burden of 
the water bill was the last straw, 
the literal difference between hang¬ 
ing on, or moving on. He was told 
that he would be billed "immediate¬ 
ly" for the water. Since he opened 
the "ranch",as a youth center three 
years ago, more than 140 boys have 
been "through" there, some of them 
turned over to Harke after running 
into trouble, or being stranded, in 
the Lone Pine area. Because he is a 
"church" he can get no help from 
county or state sources, even though 
he is a proven youth counsellor. 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

YOU'VE GOT TO HAND IT TO THEM, the political 
advisors at DWP cover all the bases and man¬ 
age, somehow to keep a jump ahead of Inyo of¬ 
ficialdom. A case in point turned up here re¬ 
cently as members of the state water commis¬ 
sion, no less, turned up on a tour of Inyo. 

The tour group was prompted - and probably 
well-programmed - by DWP officials who were 
feeding the commissioners the information 
they wanted them to hear. And where were the 
local officials to give the commission the 
Inyo "side" of the valley water story? They 
were not advised of the junket, nor had they 
heard about it until questioned by reporters. 
And about the tour, the commission's executive 
director, Tom Fujimoto, talked about it - al¬ 
beit reluctantly - with a News-Letter staffer: 

"We had the opportunity," he said, "to 
talk to a Mono supervisor and the Mono dist¬ 
inct attorney." 

But had not the tour been arranged (by the 
DWP) "to acquaint the new commissioners with 
Mono and the Owens Valley?" Andhow about in¬ 
put from the local standpoint? 

"We talked to some along the way," said 
the director, going on the defensive. 

"Who?," he was asked. 

"People on the streets." 

But there were no Inyo officials contact¬ 
ed; why? 

"I don't know," was Fujimoto's evasive re¬ 
ply* 

But he did say that Inyo officials could 
arrange for a similar tour if they wanted to. 
"We've had Buck Gibbons (Inyo district attor¬ 
ney) and (Special counsel) Tony Rossmann at 
our meetings to give their views." Gibbons 
said later that that was true j that he remem¬ 
bers attending one commission session "about 
a year and a half ago." 

Explained DWP man Mel Blevins: "The water 
commissioners report to the governor. The in¬ 
terest we had was to make them aware of our 
water-gathering studies so they could better 
understand the problems." 

Inyo's statehouse representative Phil Wy¬ 
man was advised of the tour. Somewhat miffed, 
he said he would ask the commission to explain 


why his office was not notified. "It is my 
district," he said, "and I'd like to know what 
state commissioners are doing there." 


STILL IN SERIOUS TK)UBLE: the Inyo County tele¬ 
vision translator system which now totes up 
losses of about $U0,0O0. Many viewers believe 
that what's free in the airways is just that - 
free - and they wan't pay their tv bills. Al¬ 
though it won't make much of a dent in a defic¬ 
it of that size, the county may turn to other 
billing sources: Mono County, where officials 
there have agreed to start billing Mono view¬ 
ers who get the benefits of this county's 
signal from Poleta. The areas included would 
be in Swall Meadows and the Paradise Lodge 
area, just over- the line in Mono. 


ANOTHER ADMINISTRATION TURN-ABOUT LAST WEEK 
in the matter of the condominium project that 
had been planned for the "Mom's Furniture" ar¬ 
ea of Bishop's West Line Street. The supervis¬ 
ors turned the project down flat, claiming that 
input from residents of the area had been firm¬ 
ly against it. One spokesperson for the resi¬ 
dents' group, Gail Stange, was asked why they 
were against it. B e r reply: "Problems with mat¬ 
erialism. . .unyielding sind grabbing people." 

But project developers Paul Martin and Bud Rod¬ 
gers, who in the minds of sympathizers and pot¬ 
ential condo buyers don't seem unyieldy or 
grabby, answered the charge this way: "It's a 
crying shame to let politics govern this situ¬ 
ation when the laws are clear-cut." Martin and 
Rodgers had planned a 37-unit condominium, but 
were given the (financially impossible) alter¬ 
native of a 2ii-unit condo. The "politics" charge 
opened a sharp exchange between Rodgers and a 
supervisors, Wilma Muth. Said Muth: "I disagree 
with you; your project is a far cry from what's 
out there; if there had not been a pattern set 
there, it would be different." 

Rodgers' retort: "If our forefathers had 
followed that theory, we'd still have teepees 
all over the valley." 

The owners of the property on which the 
condo would have been built, also expressed a 
tinge of bitterness over the supervisors' out- 
of-hand turn-down. (Continued on back page.) 


VIGNETTE, Cont. 


For reasons un¬ 
explained', the 
pet pony had 
less fear of 
the hotel ver¬ 
anda 's front 
step8 which 
are much wider. 
The young 
horsewoman, 
Michelle Ran¬ 
dolph, was re¬ 
lieved to 
find the ani¬ 
mal much more 
willing to 
come down. 
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Merton Pond and Pee Baun pointed out that the 
property had been re-zoned to a "less valuable?' 
status (residential) to make way for the pro¬ 
ject, and now can't be used. Still unexplained 
is why the residents of the area would prefer 
a "commercial" zoning to that which would cre¬ 
ate an opening for a more dignified condo. 

Said Pond: "Now after a great deal of money 
has been spent - many thousands of dollars - 
the board has turned it down. It's a shame 
that the politicians turn assets into dust. I 
talked to many in the area (He himself lives 
nearby), and they were in favor of our plan. 

1 thought it was cut and dried; I don't know 
how they can turn American ingenuity around or 
stop it." 

The condo project stood as a fine examp¬ 
le of Bishop's, and the county's, current 
"growing pains." Although the county is seri¬ 
ously short of housing (units would have sold 
at $70,000 to those on a waiting list), con¬ 
servative elements have so far been successful 
in blocking a number of planned projects. The 
promoters are thinking of taking the issue to 
court. 

THE CALLERS—IN TO JON LEVIN'S POPULAR RADIO 
KI0Q-FM talk show were outraged: The supe rvi- 
sors had voted themselves a 13% salary in¬ 
crease. In light of Jarvis austerity, the out¬ 
rage might seem justified, but - as one or two 
callers pointed out - there may be another 
side to it: a lot of people want their super¬ 
visors to be "full-time" representatives. In 
defense of the pay increase, two supervisors, 
Richard McDonald and Johnny Johnson, spoke up. 
Said Johnson: "There's no way you can live on 
the pay that a county supervisor draws. I'm 
speaking for myself; it's a full-time job. I 
couldn t run a business, there's not enough 
time left." McDonald concurred: "Some labor 
underthe assumption that it's a one-day-a- 
week job, that all we do is attend a meeting 
every week, ^eople should take more time to 
find out what a supervisor does 0 " 

"But supervisor," quipped one reporter, 
"they don't have time to find out; they're 
all talking on the radio 1" 

SUPERVISOR MCDONALD MEANWHILE HAD OTHER mat¬ 
ters on his mind; and, true, they were taking 
up more than one day a week. McDonald, and 
some of the other supervisors, are looking 
for a "grantsman." Few there are of these ex¬ 
perts, and the demand is great. Almost any 
local government tends to get lost these days 
if it can't get its share of federal and state 
"grants" that form a high percentage of rev¬ 
enues and often provide for taxpayers in any 
given area services they would otherwise go 
without. "Brantsmanship" has become a field 
in itself; the good ones often attend a kind 
of "school" that teaches them how to seek out 


and get various grants that are readily avail¬ 
able - to those who know how to go about it. 
McDonald's, and others', philosophy on grants 
is simple: If we don't get them, somebody 
else will, ^t you have to know how to go ab¬ 
out it. The county may eventually hire just 
such a specialist. 

NEXT ON THE LIST OF INYO'S BIG DWP GRIPES is 
probably the upcoming billing on the recent¬ 
ly-installed water meters (See a story on one 
incident, Page 18). Increasingly, there is 
talk of a water-users "strike." Such a prot¬ 
est may - or may not - work, although even 
the effort might bring the issue to wide¬ 
spread attention, perhaps even nationally. 
From the best sources available, the news 
service learned that DWP could in fact shut 
off the water of customers who fail to pay a 
"substantial amount" of their new, and much 
higher, bills. But the news service also dis¬ 
covered from a reliable source that DWP would 
have "a hard time" in cutting off the water 
"if a great number of people" refused to pay. 
It could also mean that DWP would find itself 
back in court, trying to collect unpaid bills 
- a costly, profitless procedure. Also, it 
was learned, DWP might have to turn up with 
another environmental impact report before 
it could turn off the water to a whole com¬ 
munity. Said one lawyer knowledgeable in such 
affairs: "The chances of DWP turning off the 
water are slim." Inyo's district attorney, 
questioned about a possible strike, said that 
for DWP even to send out the bills based on 
meters would be "in bad faith," considering 
the upcoming hearing in which the supreme 
court will decide whether or not the Public U- 
tilities Commission has jurisdiction over DWP. 
Said Gibbons: " x t would be grossly unfair and 
bad faith to start billing in September, know¬ 
ing that the matter will be before the court, 
but viewing DWP's conduct in the past, they 
are capable of it." The question of a water- 
users strike now seems to center largely on 
whether the idea catches on (It appears to be 
spreading fast), and whether DWP has its 
wrenches - and its court claims - ready. 


TO FILL THE SHOES OF THE MAN HE REPLACES MAY 
be a tough job - but Bishop Physician George 
Kibler will have a try at it. This week he of¬ 
ficially goes on the payroll of the county as 
County Health Officer and Health Department 
Director, replacing the late Dr. Victor Hough. 
The post has remained unfilled for months. 
Kibler has agreed to take the job for 20 hours 
a week for about $20,000 a year. The job, on 
a "full-time" basis, had been offered at $U5,- 
000 a year, a figure most doctors would con¬ 
sider peanuts. There were no takers. Kibler 
said he'd be willing to put in more time if 
it is needed, and under the county deal he 
will maintain a private practice< 
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